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Syntactic Patterns in Language 

LIN 232H1F ▪︎ Summer 2016 

Syllabus 

 
 

Instructor: Julie Doner 

E-mail: julie.doner@mail.utoronto.ca 

Office: Sidney Smith 4086 

 

Office hours:  Tuesday and Thursday 10-12 am, 

  or by appointment 

 

Lectures: Tuesday and Thursday, 7-9 pm 

Location: Sidney Smith 2111 

 

TA: Dan Milway  

Tutorials: Tuesday and Thursday, 6-7 pm 

Location: Sidney Smith 2111 

1 Course Description 
 

Description. In this course, we will study the structure of natural human languages at the 

sentence level within the formal theory of grammar known as generative grammar. Throughout 

this class, we will look at the ways words are combined, the properties of words that affect how 

they are combined, and various syntactic operations that manipulate syntactic structure.   

 

Goals. By the end of the class, students will be expected to use the methodology used by 

theoretical syntacticians to analyze data from a variety of constructions across languages, 

develop hypotheses about their structure, and to present their analyses with clear argumentation. 

 

Pre-requisites. LIN100 (Introduction to Linguistics) or equivalent. 

 

Responsibilities of the Student. 

• Take responsibility for your own learning. 

• Come to class on time and prepared. 

• Complete work on time, following the instructions. 

• Ask for help when needed. 

• Be an active participant. 

• Be respectful of your instructor, TA, and fellow students. 

• Follow and be aware of class and university policies. 

 

Responsibilities of the Instructor and TA. 

• Develop a constructive learning environment. 

• Help you achieve the course goals. 

• Come to class on time and prepared. 

• Be respectful of students. 

• Provide you with clear guidelines on assignments.  

• Provide feedback and comments in a timely manner. 

• Be available for help and support throughout the course. 
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2 Course Materials 

2.1 TEXTBOOKS 

Textbooks should be available at the U of T bookstore. 

• Syntax: A generative introduction by Andrew Carnie. Third edition, 2012.  

• The Syntax Workbook: A Companion to Carnie’s Syntax by Andrew Carnie. 2012. 

Textbook website: http://bcs.wiley.com/he-bcs/Books?action=index&itemId=0470655313&bcsId=7378  

 

Earlier editions of the textbook are not acceptable substitutes. The later chapters, especially, 

diverge quite a bit, and some of the exercises that we may be using are also different. 

 

Other readings. One or two additional readings may be assigned as part of an assignment. 

 

2.2 COURSE WEBSITE 

Course materials will be posted on Quercus at https://q.utoronto.ca/. Sign in with your UTORid 

and password. Make sure your U of T e-mail is listed on ROSI, or else you may miss 

announcements. 

3 Schedule 
 

Week 
Tuesday Thursday 

Tutorial Lecture Tutorial Lecture 

1 

May 8 

May 10 

No tutorial 

Introduction. 

Parts of Speech. 

(Chapters 1 & 2) 

 

Phrase Structure Rules. 

Constituency tests. 

(Chapter 3) 

2 

May 15 

May 17 

Hmk 1 due 

Structural Relations. 

Binding Theory. 

(Chapters 4 & 5) 

 
X-bar I. 

(Chapter 6) 

3 

May 22 

May 24 

Hmk 2 due 

X-bar II. 

DP structure. 

(Chapter 7) 

No tutorial Midterm Test 

4 

May 29 

May 31 

 

Theta-theory. 

Selection. 

(Chapters 8 & 9) 

Hmk 3 due 
Head Movement. 

(Chapter 10) 

5 

June 5 

June 7 

 

DP-movement. 

Case. 

(Chapter 11) 

Hmk 4 due 

Wh-movement. 

Locality. 

(Chapter 12) 

6 

June 12 

June 14 

 
Expanded VPs 

(Chapter 14) 
Hmk 5 due 

Raising and Control  

(Chapter 15) 

 

Other Important Dates June 5 Drop deadline 

http://bcs.wiley.com/he-bcs/Books?action=index&itemId=0470655313&bcsId=7378
https://q.utoronto.ca/
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4 Evaluation 
 

Participation and Tutorial Attendance  10% Throughout term 

Weekly assignments (5) 30% (6% each) 
See schedule 

(due at the beginning of tutorial) 

Midterm Test 25% May 26 (in lecture) 

Final Exam 35% During the exam period 

 

4.1 PARTICIPATION  

The participation grade will be calculated based on your tutorial attendance, and your 

participation in tutorials, lectures, and other course-related activities. Participation includes 

coming to class prepared, being attentive and respectful, participating in class activities, coming 

to office hours, asking and answering questions in class and on the discussion board, and 

volunteering to draw trees and other exercises on the board. 

 

Becoming familiar with the course materials, such as this syllabus, as well as attending office 

hours are both important ways to be an active participant in this class. As such, if you come to 

office hours and tell me the secret code word (zucchini), you will receive credit that will count 

towards your participation grade. Do not give the code word to the TA or instructor before or 

after lecture or tutorial—it must be given during office hours. Feel free to encourage your 

classmates to read the syllabus, but do not tell them about the code word; let them discover it for 

themselves. 

 

Discussion Board. The discussion board on Quercus will be available for you to use and will 

count towards your participation grade. The discussion board will not be moderated by the TA or 

the instructor; however, if we notice any inappropriate posts, the discussion board will be shut 

down. Discussion board posts should remain respectful of all other class members. The 

discussion board is a useful forum for discussing and clarifying course content or practise 

exercises. Please do not discuss the problems assigned for homework or past exams. 

 

4.2 TUTORIAL 

Tutorials are an essential part of this course. In tutorial, you will be applying the concepts 

learned in lecture to data from a variety of languages. Preparing for, attending, and participating 

in tutorial is the best way to prepare for the assignments and tests.  

 

It is highly recommended to attempt the tutorial exercises prior to tutorial. You will need your 

textbook during tutorial. 

 

4.3 ASSIGNMENTS 

Group Work. Every student must submit their own assignment. However, you may discuss the 

problem set with up to three other students. You must list the students you consulted with on 

your assignment in the space provided. Although you may discuss the answers with your 

classmates, be sure to write up your assignments separately. Copying answers is a form of 
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plagiarism and will not be tolerated. The best practice is to not take notes during your meetings 

with your classmates. You should be on your own while writing up the assignment.  

 

Submission. Assignments must be submitted in hard copy at the beginning of tutorial or in the 

course drop box (in the linguistics department, on the 4th floor of Sidney Smith) before tutorial 

begins. 

 

Late Assignments. Assignments are due at the beginning of tutorial. Late assignments will not 

be accepted unless an extension is granted by the instructor before the assignment is due. No 

extensions will be given past the date the assignment is taken up in class.  

 

Format. Assignments may be hand-written, but should be legible. Multi-page assignments must 

be stapled. 

 

4.4 TESTS AND EXAMS 

Help Labs. There will be a help lab before both the midterm test and the final exam. Dates, 

times, and locations will be posted on Quercus once they have been determined. 

 

Mid-term Test. The Mid-term test will be held on May 24th during the lecture time. It will be 

one hour and 45 minutes long. If you must miss the mid-term for a medical reason, please follow 

the policy on medical certificates described below. For personal issues, please contact the 

registrar. In either case, you must contact the instructor immediately and present valid 

documentation within five business days. A mark of zero will be assigned unless proper 

documentation is presented to the instructor within five business days of the exam.  

 

Final Exam. The final exam will be cumulative. It will be two hours long and will take place 

during the final exam period. If you miss the final exam for any reason, you must contact the 

registrar, not the instructor. 

5 Course Policies 

5.1 E-MAIL POLICY 

E-mails should be sent from a University of Toronto e-mail address. E-mails sent from other 

addresses may end up in a spam folder. Please include ‘LIN 232’ in the subject line. E-mail 

should be reserved for administrative purposes. For questions regarding course content, please 

come to office hours or post to the discussion board. If you are unavailable during the scheduled 

office hours, you can book an appointment through e-mail. I will normally reply to e-mails by 

the end of the next business day. 

 

5.2 ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Academic integrity is important for maintaining the value of your degree in a way that is fair for 

everyone. Students who cheat or plagiarize lose the opportunity to learn and undermine the 

learning experience of their classmates. Students are responsible for knowing what constitutes 

academic honesty. Some examples of offences include representing other people’s words or 
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ideas as your own, not following the group work guidelines, falsifying medical certificates, or 

possessing a cell phone or unauthorized aid during a test or exam. All cases of suspected 

plagiarism, cheating, or any other kind of academic dishonesty will be reported and dealt with at 

the appropriate administrative level of the university. If you are not sure if something is 

permitted, please come and talk to me. Remember, it is better to not hand in an assignment at all 

or an incomplete assignment than to cheat. For more information, including the full university 

policy, visit http://academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/. For tips on avoiding plagiarism, consult 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize. 

 

5.3 GRADING POLICY 

The Department of Linguistics grading policy is available at: 

https://linguistics.utoronto.ca/forms/lin-dept-grading-policy.pdf 

 

The following table shows what the grades mean. Note that grades within the C range and higher 

are considered acceptable. 

 

Percentage Grade GPA Definition 

80-100% A- / A / A+ 3.7-4.0 Excellent 

70-79% B- / B / B+ 2.7-3.3 Good 

60-69% C- / C / C+ 1.7-2.3 Adequate 

50-59% D- / D / D+ 0.7-1.3 Marginal 

0-49% F 0.0 Inadequate 

 

Regrading Requests. Requests for re-grading must be submitted to the instructor or TA in 

writing within a week of the test or assignment being returned, along with the test or assignment 

in question. Re-grading requests for answers written in pencil or that otherwise look modified 

will not be accepted. 

 

5.4 MEDICAL CERTIFICATES 

If you need to miss a test or assignment for medical reasons, you should immediately 

communicate this to the instructor in person or by e-mail, and you must submit the Verification 

of Student Illness or Injury Form, completed by U of T Health Services or your family physician, 

within five business days. The form must be completed at the time of illness or injury, not after 

the fact. The form can be found online at http://www.illnessverification.utoronto.ca/index.htm. 

Please note that completion of the form does not guarantee exemption from your academic 

obligations; students will be expected to complete course requirements in the case of mild or 

negligible illnesses. Physicians may be contacted to verify the validity of the certificate, and 

suspicious medical certificates will be forwarded to the Office of Student Academic Integrity. 

 

5.5 POLICY FOR LATE ASSIGNMENTS  

See the section on assignments, above.  

http://academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize
https://linguistics.utoronto.ca/forms/lin-dept-grading-policy.pdf
http://www.illnessverification.utoronto.ca/index.htm
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6 Student Support 

6.1 ACCESSIBILITY 

If you require any accommodations, please visit accessibility services online at 

https://www.studentlife.utoronto.ca/as at your earliest convenience. 

 

6.2 EXTRA HELP AND EXTRA PRACTICE  

If you are struggling in this class and would like some more practice or some more help, here are 

some things that you could try that go beyond the minimum course requirements: 

• Come to office hours (see details above). 

• Attend a help lab, which will be held before the test and the exam. 

• Attempt the exercises in the workbook. These exercises will, for the most part, not be 

done in tutorial, as the answers are provided. However, they are an ideal place to go for 

extra practice. 

• Form a study group; attempt some of the other textbook exercises at the end of every 

chapter and compare answers. I especially recommend drawing lots of trees! 

• There is a tutoring service available in the department. For more information, go to 

http://linguistics.utoronto.ca/undergraduate/tutoring.html. 

• There are also a great deal of supports and resources available in the Academic Success 

Centre. For more information, go to http://asc.utoronto.ca. 

 

https://www.studentlife.utoronto.ca/as
http://linguistics.utoronto.ca/undergraduate/tutoring.html
http://asc.utoronto.ca/
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